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Using web resources to encourage learner autonomy

This session looks at how teachers can use web resources to encourage students to find their own materials, pursue subjects that interest them and get them expressing themselves in English within an authentic environment. 

The presentation is based on the content of my blog http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/index.html and covers:

· Setting up blogs and how to use them in your class

· Getting your students to generate their own class material 

· Setting up tasks where they can evaluate their progress using the CEF

· Using open web resources such as Vaestro and Voki as fun and effective language learning resources

Setting up blogs and how to use them in your class

A blog can act as a class organiser and create dialogue and a sense of solidarity within the class.

Students enjoy working with them: blogs and web resources, in general, are of their generation.  

Student motivation is greater because it takes their experience of learning English beyond the confines of the classroom into an authentic environment.

Your role as teacher changes: instead of listening to your language points in passive silence, your students call on you to give them help in finding the language to say what they want to say.

The course book can be made more digestible if you set tasks related to the unit topic let the students choose their own content. 

Setting up a class blog is easy and relatively quick to do – it takes about an hour of class, according to the age of the students.

These are the steps I follow:

· Ask your students if they know what a blog is

· (Optional) Get them to look at some different types e.g. http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/03/some-examples-of-different-kinds-of.html
· Show them one of your current class blogs e.g. http://weseeandenjoy.blogspot.com/2007_10_01_archive.html
· Go to https://www.blogger.com/start
· Get one of your students to sit at the computer connected to the data projector

· Get them to follow your instructions and demonstrate opening an account. Insist on the importance of writing down and saving their password

· Sign yourself back in so that when you create the blog you are the administrator

· Naming the blog. Get the class to work in pairs to come up with an idea. The class then votes for which they like best. 

Make sure the title they’ve chosen is available.

· Choosing a template. Show them the options and again take a class vote for the one they like best. 

That’s the last step, by now you should have created the blog!

· Inviting your students to become authors. 

Click on Settings > Permissions > Add authors.

Becoming_blog_author.doc 

Get them one by one to come and fill in their email addresses.

Tell them to check their email and find the invite they should have just received.

Get them to click on the link it contains.

Tell them that when they arrive at Blogger to click on Create your account now

Now they should do exactly what they saw their classmate demonstrated earlier in creating a Google account.
To join the blog as an author all they need to do is fill in their email for Username (not their display name) and their password in the next page that is displayed and click on ACCEPT INVITATION.

This leads them to the Blogger Dashboard where they click on New Post.

· Making a posting. Demonstrate the writing tools and, most importantly, the spell check.

· Ask them all to make a first simple Hello posting

Getting your students to generate their own class material 

This will probably be your next session with the class. To get your blog off to a good start, try the following:

· Ask them to choose in pairs a song in English that they like. Then get the class to vote for the choice they think is best.

· Go to http://www.youtube.com and do a search for the song

· Click in the embed box to the right of the video and copy the code

· Return to you blog posting and click on the Edit Html tab and paste the code you’ve copied

· Ask your students to come up with a reason for why they chose that particular song

· Click on the Compose tab and write down what they’ve said

· Now do a Google search for the lyrics and make a link to them in the post

· Set this as a task for all of them to complete

Now you have material for your next session. In this session you can do the following:

· Do a language focus for the whole class on the typical mistakes they’ve made in their postings.

· Get them to make a comment on each others’ posts saying what they thought of the choice of video and song e.g. http://weseeandenjoy.blogspot.com/2007/10/sex-pistols-god-saves-queen.html
· Feature the lyrics of one of the songs for further language work

· Use the time they’re doing this to talk to them individually about the language in their postings, (I never post comments about language errors. Any comments I make are always about content.)

Setting up tasks where they can evaluate their progress using the CEF

Working with blogs encourages learner autonomy which is one of the key concepts underlying the CEF and the language portfolio project.

I’ve approached using the CEF in 2 ways: one more or the other less formal.

· http://andwearethebest.blogspot.com/2007/01/can-or-cant.html With this group I asked them to look at the can do statements in the CEF grid and to find their own material to test themselves with.

· But I’ve also given groups this more guided set of tasks http://www.ydemas.com/blog/CEF_grid_tasks_v2.html
Using open web resources such as Vaestro and Voki as fun and effective language learning resources

Your students can do much more than just making written postings on their blog. Almost every day a new web publishing resource comes online that you can make use of that help students practise all the language skills: Vaestro and Voki are examples of two that you can get a lot of mileage out of.

Resources like these, for example, are great for relieving the headache of carrying out speaking assessments. Haven’t you often asked yourself?

· How can I keep the rest of the students in a class occupied when I've separated out a couple of them to listen to?

· How can I concentrate on the students I’m testing when one ear is on the rising hubbub coming from the rest of the class?

· How can I keep a record of your students' speaking capabilities and measure their advances during the course?

· How can I give my students useful feedback and let them hear and be party to the mistakes that I point out to them?

Vaestro http://www.vaestro.com
You create an audio channel then start a topic with an oral posting which your students reply, creating a thread.

Here's an example of a Post FCE group talking about Bilbao.

http://www.vaestro.com/viewthread-387-556-960
The steps are simple:

· Register yourself with the site

· From Menu select Create Channel

· Using a mike plugged directly to the computer, make a recording.

· Vaestro will email you with the URL of your topic thread which you can then link to on your blog.

· Students click on the link and can record their posts without having to log in. 
Voki http://www.voki.com
Show steps and examples from

http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/index.html
VoiceThread

http://bcbilbaocentreblog.blogspot.com/
http://lovingbilbao.blogspot.com/
Animoto

http://weseeandenjoy.blogspot.com/
