Tying up ends on phonetics course

· A rounding up discussion on what areas of pronunciation are most difficult for them and their students and what are the best ways of practising them
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Using ICT in the classroom
Garatu 


San Sebastian 2007 – 8

Sessions one and two



9.00 – 15.00 Thursday, December 13

Materials:

· Using ICT task
· http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/index.html
Aims:

· Clarify what we mean by ICT and how it can be used in the classroom

· Plan an ICT task for each member of the group

· Investigate what blogs are

· Finding what you want on blogs

· Set up a blog for the group

· Make a first posting

· Make a comment

· Add a photo to a posting
· Add a video to a posting

· Look at using blogs to encourage learner autonomy

Clarify what we mean by ICT and how it can be used in the classroom

ICT stands for Information and Communication technology. When people talk about using ICT in the classroom they are thinking about how we can use new technologies in our teaching.

Ask them to make a list of ICT of what they consider are the pros and cons of using ICT in the classroom
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Plan an ICT task for each member of the group

Task:

Demonstrate a useful ICT resource to the rest of the group that is useful for teachers to know about. 

Suggestions.

· a site on the Internet where you can find material for use in class (either for teaching your subject or for an English class)

· a site on the Internet where you can find lesson plans or useful tips for teachers

· a web-resource that your students can use creatively

· how to use software to create a worksheet for your class 

· how to use software e.g. PowerPoint to present language points or interesting content in class 

· an example of ELT software and how you can use in class

· suggestions for using DVDs in class

· suggestions for using cameras, videos, MP3 players/recorders in class

We have 5 sessions after this one – 2 of which are double sessions like this one. So we’ll divide the dates between the group as the following:

· Tuesday,18 December – two people

· Thursday, 20 December first part of session – two people
· Thursday, 20 December second part of session – three people
· Tuesday, 8 January first part of session – two people
· Tuesday, 8 January second part of session – three people

Everyone puts there name on a piece of paper and draw names out of the hat to decide order.
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Investigate what blogs are

Make sure that more inexperienced computer users e.g. Antigua, Marije, Ana, Lidia team up with those who have more experience 

We’re going to do this by looking at a blog I’ve set up for the purpose: http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/
Let’s look at some definitions of what blogs are:

· a user-generated website … reverse chronological order

· My blog is perhaps a bit strange in that it is designed as a guide with the beginning at the end…

· diary-style site… links to other web pages 

· postings have dates and links to other information in Internet. A blog may also contain an additional links sections

· another way for people to express themselves online

· one way to think of blogs is as a web page based on a particular kind of template
· a new age of online publishing

· the first wave started back in the late 90s. Now there are countless numbers of them - for good and for bad !

The Blogger methodology or credo is to build up connections - with other people and the information they publish on the Internet.

10”

Some examples of different kinds of blogs

http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/03/some-examples-of-different-kinds-of.html
Blogs come in different shapes and sizes…

· In diary form - a personal account

· As look at The Road To Baikonur and report back

· Providing a learning resource 

· Bs look at what The Daily Show is and report back

· A class blog 

· Cs look at We are the best and report back
· A blog that serves a community

· Ds look at El tinglado and report back
· A project blog

· you can create one to link a team that’s working in different places and use it as a working document that’s not for public consumption

Using http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/ as an example, you can see the typical elements that make up a blog: 

· Posts and comments

· An About Me section
· Subscribe to this blog feed 

· A Blog Archive 

· Labels 

· Lists 
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Finding what you want on blogs

So much information in the Internet? Already feel bewildered by the choice…? And now there are blogs…

· First, what are you looking for? Ask for suggestions – Google blog search 
· Technorati  offers a search by tags
· del.icio.us 
· Bloglines 
· Ask them to work in pairs as before and use the different blog searches to look for a topic that interests them.
As use Google blog search

Bs use Technorati

Cs use del.icio.us

Ds use Bloglines

Set up a blog for the group

A blog can act as a class organiser and create dialogue and a sense of solidarity within the class.

Students enjoy working with them: blogs and web resources, in general, are of their generation.  

Student motivation is greater because it takes their experience of learning English beyond the confines of the classroom into an authentic environment.

Your role as teacher changes: instead of listening to your language points in passive silence, your students call on you to give them help in finding the language to say what they want to say.

The course book can be made more digestible if you set tasks related to the unit topic let the students choose their own content. 

Setting up a class blog is easy and relatively quick to do – it takes about an hour of class, according to the age of the students.

These are the steps I normally follow and that we’ll do today to set up a blog for this group:

· Ask your students if they know what a blog is

· (Optional) Get them to look at some different types e.g. http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/03/some-examples-of-different-kinds-of.html
· Show them one of your current class blogs e.g. http://weseeandenjoy.blogspot.com/2007_10_01_archive.html
· Go to https://www.blogger.com/start
· Get one of your students to sit at the computer connected to the data projector

· Get them to follow your instructions and demonstrate opening an account. Insist on the importance of writing down and saving their password

· Sign yourself back in so that when you create the blog you are the administrator

· Naming the blog. Get the class to work in pairs to come up with an idea. The class then votes for which they like best. 

Make sure the title they’ve chosen is available.

· Choosing a template. Show them the options and again take a class vote for the one they like best. 

That’s the last step, by now you should have created the blog!

· Inviting your students to become authors. 

Click on Settings > Permissions > Add authors.

http://www.ydemas.com/blog/Becoming_blog_author.doc 

Get them one by one to come and fill in their email addresses.

Tell them to check their email and find the invite they should have just received.

Get them to click on the link it contains.

Tell them that when they arrive at Blogger to click on Create your account now

Now they should do exactly what they saw their classmate demonstrated earlier in creating a Google account.

To join the blog as an author all they need to do is fill in their email for Username (not their display name) and their password in the next page that is displayed and click on ACCEPT INVITATION.

This leads them to the Blogger Dashboard where they click on New Post.

Making a posting. 
· Demonstrate the writing tools and, most importantly, the spell check.

· Ask them all to make a first simple Hello posting
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Making a comment. 

· Demonstrate how to do this and then get everyone to read their colleagues’ posts make at least one comment on one of them.
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Add a photo to a posting

There are 2 resources you can use to search for pictures on the web: Google Image Search and FlickrStorm
You will probably locate more photos with Google Image Search but the quality of the photos tend to be better with FlickrStorm.

Demonstrate the 2 and show how to put a photo in a blog posting. 

· Everyone now creates a new post and adds photos to it using the 2 methods.

Tell them to create a new folder in Data with their name and Photos e.g. Ann_photos to download their photos from FlickrStorm.
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Add a video to a posting

· Ask them to choose in pairs a song in English that they like. Then get the class to vote for the choice they think is best.

· Go to http://www.youtube.com and do a search for the song

· Click in the embed box to the right of the video and copy the code

· Return to you blog posting and click on the Edit Html tab and paste the code you’ve copied

· Ask your students to come up with a reason for why they chose that particular song

· Click on the Compose tab and write down what they’ve said

· Now do a Google search for the lyrics and make a link to them in the post

· Set this as a task for all of them to complete

